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"ss * "The Play’s the thing.”—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. __ . 


ENGLISH OPERA HOUSE. 

THE new Farce of Cousin Lambkin, which was to have been pro- 
duced at this Theatre, last night, was unavoidably postponed through the 
indisposition of Mrs. Humby. A Day Well Spent was its substitute. 
The new Farce will be produced this evening provided Mrs. Humby has 
sufficiently recovered from her illness. 


Sheridan Knowles’s Lecture on Macbeth—Mr. Knowles, who may 
be considered to be better read in Shakspere than any rhetorical con- 
temporary of the day, and whose style is so greatly impressed with the 
mark and signature of the master whom he follows, delivered himself on 
Tuesday evening, in some eloquent strictures upon theDrama of Macbeth. 
He considered it unequalled for its bold opening. Other Dramas often 
shut up four acts, before plot or construction was developed. Macbeth 
displayed it at once. The wierd and invisible witches hold high converse 
in the very first scene of him who regarded by them, could be object of 
no slight solicitude. Unearthly spirits were those three—Furies of Ais- 
chylus—who, as Fuseli had pictured them—were “ things to feel troubled 
at," —traflickers in things forbid—abominations who have been “ killing 
swine,” and gathering from graves and human horrors. Mr. Knowles’s 
sketch of Lady Macbeth was essentially true. Shakspere had here grandly 
thought for himself, and struck out his own mighty and original character. 
Lady Macbeth. though a being of human flesh and blood, was incarnated 
by an appalling fiend to whom those adjuncts of humanity were subject. 
Elvira, Volumnia, Queen Catherine—in each Mrs. Siddons was great— 
but greatest she shone forth in this impersonation. With fifty times less 
mannerism than her brother John, she had passion and talent insuperably 
above him. Imagine a body of 3,000 spectators listening with the still- 
ness of the tomb to her utterances in the sleep-walk. Dreadful was that 
scene. You felt the tenaciousness of the spot which she endeavoured to 
rub out—the scent of the blood was perceptible—while the sigh issued 

from her bosom as from an unfathomable depth of despair. 
~ One of Mr.Knowles’s shrewder criticisms appeared in the following :— 
“ It is in the scene of the last act that Macduff enters before Macbeth’s 
castle, remarking on the build of the swallow, and the usual sweetness 
of air ordinarily found in spots marked by this circumstance. The inser- 
tion of this peaceful scene, Sir Joshua Reynolds had observed, created 
what by artist was called “ repose,” and was intended by its great author 
to have that effect. Mr. Knowles combated this idea. He showed, on 
the other hand, that he was, with his colleague in arms, arrived before 
the castle that kennelled the very monster of their hate, they came them- 
selves active for vengeance, and, therefore, on the contrary, their feelings 
: in a state of excessive tension, were wrought up to that fine and acute 
species of sensitiveness which made them more keenly than otherwise 
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perceive the most indistinct peculiarities of the place. A number of ex- 
cellencies with which Mr. Knowles’s lecture was clustered, and which 
chiefly depended upon readings of passages, conveying nice notations and 
subtle perceptions of character, would fain lead us to dwell upon them 
more at length but for the restrictions of our present space. There is 
likelihood, we are happy to hear, of these lectures being repeated in Ken- 
nington, when, no doubt, on second delivery, they will received that 
honour which is compatible with their worth. 


F’ashionable Lounges. | 
To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer, 


Dear Mr, Eprror,—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon, hope I don’t intrude 
—but will you excuse me—I have to mention that I’ve arranged so as to rub 
shoulders with my friends and the fashionable world at one or other of the Grand 
Lounges about town :— . 

Monday, stroll to Mapame Tvussaun’s elegant Exhibition, Golden Corinthian 
Saloon, Baker-street, Portman-square.—J ust added to her unrivalled collection the 
King of Prussia, the Prince of Wales, Commissioner Lin and his Consort, modelled 
for this exhibition byLamqua, of Canton, with the original magnificent dresses, &c. 
obtained at a great risk ; the only figures of the kind ever seen in Europe.. Also just 
added, the Princess Royal, in her beautiful cot, with the gorgeous Robes of George 
the Fourth designed by himself at a cost of 18,0001. 

Wednesday, call at 21, Old Bond Street. to hear the extraordinary novelty, 
The Rock Harmonicon, which produces tones of the richest and sweet~st harmony, 
wholly produced from fragments found among the Rocks of the majestic Skiddaw, 
in Cumberland. It extends to a compass of five octaves and a half, accompanied 
with all the additional semitones. ‘This extraordinary instrument is the invention 
of Mr. Joseph Richardson, and his three sons perform on it, daily, from 10 o'clock 
until Dusk. The variety of tunes they execute are really endless. 

Afterwards visit the Chinese Collection, St. George’s Place, Hyde Park Corner. 
It consists of objects exclusively Chinese, comprising’ upwards of 50 figures as 
large as life, in their native costume, from the highest mandarin to the mechanic ; 
and replete with articles illustrative of their manufactures, habits, and domestic 
arrangements.—This exhibition is well worthy of inspection. 

Thursday, I am to be found at the Magic Cave, 35, Strand, admiring a most 
interesting view of The City of Hamburgh, painted by Mr. Cox, from sketches 
taken upon the spot by James Medhurst, Esq., towards the end of the late disas- 
trous conflagration. ‘The extraordinary effect produced gives nearly all the reality 
of the fire itself. In additiou to this view there are seventeen others equally 
effective. Open from 10 in the morning until 10 at night.— Admission 6d. 

You may talk of eye snuff, but after having the head-ache for a year, popped 
into Perrine’s, 85, Strand. got one of his superb Beavers, so light lost the head- 
ache in a minute—was shewn one of his elegant Velvet Hats, could not resist 
buying one of them also, price 13s —wonderful. 

In my way from the Theatre, drop into the Harmonic Meeting, held at Evans’s 
Grand Hotel, King Street, Covent Garden, ~ quite delighted with the excellence ot 
the singing—commences every evening at ten o’clock. When Mrs. P. is out of 
town, stay a week, and only pay a guinea for bed and breakfast. I’m always to 
be found on Saturday, at half-past five, at the Convivial Dinner held here. 

Friday, called at Emmert’s, 27, Holborn Hill, to view his Novel Pen Maker, 
by which any one can make a superior Pen in less than one minute! also his im- 
proved Needle Threader, to enable Ladies, whose sight is impaired to thread their 
needles with the greatest ease—a most ingenious contrivance. 

Strolled along Regent Street—stumbled upon GeEnt’s newly opened BILLIARD 
Rooms, 251, Regent Circus, (two doors from Oxford-st.)—like to see what’s going 
on—looked into the public room—fairly staggered back with amazement—such a 
Slate Table ! ! !—certainly the most magnificent one ever yet produced, and for 
precision quite a mathematical treat. I was on my way to the Polytechnic io get 
electrified, but found I did not require it.—A fashionable lounge forBilliard players. 

Have just been to Holborn Hill, for another pair of Witson’s New Footed 
Boots,—talk of economy, why my expense for boots will not be half as much as 
it used to be, and Mrs. P. has at last found a good shop for the children’s shoes,— 
the neat little eather bound shoes that Wilson makes—wear twice as long as those 
of the ordinary description, and never look shabby. If you go, mind the houses 
are immediately opposite St. Andrew’s Church, 95, and 97. 

Saturday, I examine Miss Linwoop’s curious NeedleWork, Leicester Square— 
lately added other beautiful specimens of her art.-- But I intrude—beg pardon— 
Your’s, &.—PAUI. PRY. 
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Theatre Royal, English Opera. 


This Evening, the Drama of A 


DREAM at SEA. 


Trevanion, Mr GREEN, 











Richard Pendrellj...............- Mr A. WIGAN. 
Black Ralph, Mr O. SMITH, 
Launce Lynwood.........eese> Mr W. H. BLAND, 
Alley Croaker, Mr GRANBY, 
Tommy Tinkle...... ....... Mr OXBERRY, 


Williams, Mr BURT, 
Trewolf and Red Norris... MrFreeborn & MrFrance, 
Anne Trevanion, Miss FAUCIT, 
Biddy Notts ww ce eee ewer Miss PINCOTT, 
Margaret, Mrs EMDEN, 
Ralph’s Children.... Master Clark and Miss France, 





After which, (lirst Time) a new Farce, called 


Cousin Lambkin. 


Squire Mulberry, Mr F. MATTHEWS, 
Clutch’em .... (a Constable) .... Mr A. WIGAN, 
Captain Bantam, Mr J. VINING, 
Doctor Lionel Lambkin........ Mr HARLEY, 
Mrs Bantam, Miss MURRAY, 

Rose Maynard ......0.+ .--+0e --Mrs HUGHES, 
Dainty, Mrs HOMBY. 


To conclude with, (11th Time) a New and original Drama, in Two 
Acts, entitled The 


LONE HUT; 


Or, a Legend of Mont Blanc. 


Jerome, Mr F. Matthews, Antoine, MrW.H.Bland, 
Lindorf, Mr Diddear, Albert, Mr Freeborn, 
Paul Prophetic, Mr Harley, 

Brent, MrA. Wigan, An Hungarian, Mr O Smith, 
Tracato, Mr Burt, Vernet, Mr George, 


Hortense, Miss Faucit, Lisette, Miss Crisp, 


Babet. Miss Murray, Pauline, Miss Taylor, 
Estelle, Miss Fairbrother, Genevieve, MrsDiddear. 











Theatre Royal, Hav-Market. 











This Evening, the Comedy of The ‘ 
Clandestine Marriage. 
Lord Ogleby, Mr W. FARREN, 
Sir John Melville he chili wok we eae Mr HOWE, 
Sterling, Mr STRICKLAND, 
Levewell ....<«.. Pe .Mr H. HOLL, 
Brush, Mr VINING, 
ee a eee a waieeiata Mr WEBSTER, 
Serjeant Flower, Mr GOUGH, 
Po a -> MrT. F. MATHEWS, 
Freeman, Mr WORRELL, 
DE cc ktcmawncwwns de ..Mr MITCHENSON, * 


Mrs Heidelberg, MrsGLOVER, 
Miss Sterling................Mrs NISBETT, 
Fanny, Mrs E. YARNOLD, 
BOY cccvicesci eooreccecee Mrs F. MATTHEWS 
Chambermaid, Miss CARRE, 
fo. eee eT ere ees . Miss GORDON. 





After which, (5th Time) a new Comic Drama, in Two Acts, called 


Peter and Paul. 


Peter Britton, Mr W. FARREN, 

Paul Britton ...... er? STRICKLAND, 
Lord Dendilion, Mr TILBURY, 
Schemer,MrVINING, ArthurWilloughby,MrHOWE 
Bennet..MrWORRELL, 


Mrs Peter Britton .......... 0.06 .- Mrs GLOVER, 
Emma, Mrs E. YARNOLOD, 





To conclude with, the Farce of 


Tom Noddy’s Secret. 


Captain Ormund, Mr HOWE. 





MrThomas Noddy..... ...... Mr STRICKLAND, 
Inkpen, Mr H. WIDDICOMB, - 
I i siciins as, Permanence waders Miss CHARLES, 


Mary, Miss MATTLEY. , | 
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